Anatomic examination of a case of open trigeminal nucleotomy (nucleus caudalis dorsal root entry zone lesions) for facial pain.
Nucleus caudalis dorsal root entry zone lesions (open trigeminal nucleotomy) are a surgical procedure which can achieve pain control without major complications in the difficult clinical setting of deafferentation-type facial pain. Two patients are reported, who had relief of pain, but also experienced neurological complications. One patient succumbed to pulmonary complications, which provided the opportunity for anatomic analysis of the lesioned area, which is discussed in detail. Potential modifications of the surgical technique are suggested.